BERTHA BARTLETT PUBLIC LIBRARIES 
Story City and Gilbert, Iowa 
COLLECTION DEVELOPMENT POLICY 
MISSION STATEMENT:

The Bertha Bartlett Public Libraries will strive to meet the needs of the community by offering access to information, education, recreation and communication services and materials for its patrons.  The library will continuously improve its materials and services.
I. PURPOSE

The Library is committed to providing the best collection to support the
community’s information and leisure needs. The purpose of this policy is to guide librarians selecting materials and to inform the public about the principles guiding collection development decisions.

II. SELECTION
Materials selected for the collection will meet current and long-term needs of patrons of all ages and abilities for information, education, culture, and recreation. The Library strives to offer the widest possible range of subjects and views in a variety of formats, treatments, and levels of difficulty. Other considerations include cost, space limitations, availability from approved vendors, current holdings and demand.

Generally, collections are broad, current and popular, not archival or comprehensive.

The Library subscribes to the principles embodied in the Library Bill of Rights and its
interpretations, Freedom to Read, and Freedom to View statements adopted by the American Library Association.

Including materials in the collection does not constitute endorsement of their contents by the Library. The Library recognizes that any given item may offend some patrons, but, because the Library follows accepted principles of intellectual freedom, it will not remove specific titles solely because individuals or groups may find them objectionable.

III. PARAMETERS OF THE COLLECTION
A. The library continues to add books, audio-visual materials, periodicals, large print books and other items to benefit the community to its collection.  
B. Computer hardware and software for patron and staff use
C. Materials for staff development and program support
IV. PRIORITIES 
The library may not have all the books needed to fill patron demands but will seek to fill all patron requests either through purchase or through interlibrary loan.
Patrons are an essential part of the library and their suggestions and comments are encouraged.  The library will try to purchase patron suggestions from the Suggestion Box if it is content appropriate, financially feasible, and provides balance or depth to the collection.
V. CONTROVERSIAL MATERIALS

The library recognizes that some material is controversial and may offend some readers. Material selection, therefore, is not based on anticipated approval or disapproval, but primarily on:

A. The merits of the material in relation to the varied needs and interests of the community’s citizens, and
B. The need to balance the library’s collection.
To label or sequester material because of its potential controversial nature is an act of censorship. The library, therefore, does not restrict access to the library materials except for the express purpose of protecting material from mutilation or theft. 

Access to Library materials will not be restricted based on age except in the case of select circulating equipment, which may require parent/guardian permission for checkout to patrons under the age of 14 due to high replacement costs

See the Controversial Materials Policy for the reconsideration procedure.


VI. RESPONSIBILITY

The Library Board of Trustees endorses this Collection Development Policy which serves as the guidelines for purchases. The Board of Trustees delegates this responsibility to the librarian. If questions arise concerning policy, the librarian will direct the matter to the Board of Trustees for resolution. 


V. EVALUATION OF COLLECTION FOR WITHDRAWAL
The staff continually examines the collection. Items will be withdrawn when they meet any of the following criteria (please see the Weeding Procedure for further information): 
1. Out of date.
2. Poor condition.
3. Questionable because of newer materials.
4. Circulation patterns.
5. Community interests.
6. Availability of newer or more valid materials.
7. Books or materials of local history will be maintained as space and budget permit assuring local materials remain available either through the library or Story City and/or Gilbert Historical museums.
8. Books or materials with desirable titles that are withdrawn because of condition or loss will be considered for replacement as the budget allows.
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